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case: A tale of

betrayal, fear, love

By H.D.S. Greenway
Globe Staff

“You cannot rule out that this might
have been a deliberate ploy."
- Ronald Reagan

Vitaly Yurchenko,
the man US officials
called the most impor-
tant Soviet defector in
years, is back in the Soviet Union today,
facing an uncertain tomorrow.

. NEWS
ANALYSIS

It he was indeed sent here on a mis-
sion to deceive, as President Reagan and
several senators have suggested, his re-
defection has caused makimum embar-
rassement to the United States. and he

" might expect a hero's welcome.

<+« Or if the story he presented at his
.Monday press conference is true - a tale

..of having been drugged and kidnapped by
the CIA - he might expect a promotion.

Neither is likely, however, in the opin-
~fon of people famillar with clandestine op-
‘erations. In all likelihood. the Yurchenko

~affair will prove to be a tale of betrayal,

'

.fear, love, deprivation and redemption
“played out in the disorienting world of
“'safe houses™ and psychological stress.

Yurchenko was the deputy director of
the Soviet intelligence department. or
KGB. which oversees espionage in the
.Wnited States and Canada. As such, he
.was in a position to know who in North
~America was working for the Russians.
e Last summer in Rome, he showed up
at the American Embassy asking for asy-
Jum. according to the CIA. He seems to
_have persuaded the CIA that he was com-
ing over for ideological reasons, that he
was disillusioned ,with the corruption of
Soviet society.

But it appears that he was alienated
from his wife and family and that he had
a girlfriend. the wife of another Soviet of-
ficial: a clandestine life within a clandes-
tine life. He was middle aged - a vear
short of 50. He had reached the danger-
ous age while in a dangerous profession.

There is a pattern among many high
defectors. according to author John le
Carre, who has written books about de-
fectors. “Many are curiously identical in
that they have turbulent sexual back-
grounds,” le Carre said. It is as if the se-,
cret life of backrooms and back alleys
leads to a “'desperate sexual awakening”
and they become “internally destabtlized
through their own personal probiems.”
This leads them to seek ‘‘alien abso-
lutes.” such as another country, he said.

Once the deed was done, two things
happened to disturb Yurchenko's arca-
dian dream of total anonymity with his
beloved on the other side of the moon. The
object of his affection refused to defect
with him and, secondly, his case became
public in the United States. His interroga-
tors showed him his press clippings, and
that seems to have upset him because he
thought he was promised anonymity.

Detectors, in their intense loneliness
and isolatfon, often are racked by terrible
second thoughts. Often they are in a state
emotional turmotl aggravated by a sense
of loss. It i1s during this period that the
defector’'s handlers should reach out to
him and win him over.

“It ts like having someone totally be-
reaved on your hands,” according to le
Carre.

Sources familiar with Soviet defectors
say that this is expecially true for Rus-
sians, for whom the pull of the homeland

by Soviet diplomats by acctdent with pos-
sibly dangerous consequences.

But his story of having been drugged
and kidnapped is not plausible.

Intelligence services have their own
elaborate etiquette, and although it is not
unusual to do all sorts of things to other
people, they tend to be quite respectful of
tach other’s agents. You don't drug and
kidnap them - because you don't want it
done to your own people.

And i{ Yurchenko was planted to sow
seeds of disinlormation. then he would
not have rodefected so soon. It could only
cast doubt on his information. it is ar-
gued.

If the plant was set up simply to em-
barrass the United States, the Soviets
could not have counted on the incompe-
tence that would allow him to slip away
so easily. In the United States defectors
are always free to leave — eventually, but
not quite so soon.

The storv of drugging and kidnapping
is particutariy strong. They don't realize
the force of that pull until cut off from the
breast of Mother Russia.

Freedom unléttllng

Even for ordinary Russians, freedom
itseif in a Western country can be unset-
titng. Whereas before. important deci-
sions were made for them, now they are
on their own. The Israelts have noticed
this syndrome with Soviet immigrants
who are bewiidred, frightened and some-
times even angered by the choices that
confront them when they come to Israel.

This is magnified to the 10th power
when it comes to high-level KGB defec-
tors. They begin to realize how little they
want freedom.

Yurchenko’s CIA keepers seem to have

Continyeq
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